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thle mtf‘mr pefitions have been going better than

eapected in re('ént nonths, there has been snme doubts as
. ta the prospects of Ame'rwtm vietory in Viet Nam.

oy vesident of Newton and former Army

oyﬁcer—has _mst returned. from Viet Nam where he was

tales .GODernment i [N htgmy

TIn has dQusly worlke Alperin lived with the people of
Vtet Nam and had close contact with their officials.

The" ;folfowmg article .is the first in a series written
excttmvely Yor the Boston Globe and pinpointing some aof:
‘the areas where our eﬁort: in Viet Name have failed.

No matter what 'turmo"l m1ght relghn within the

* ruling circles of South” Viet Nam, Washington must,.
~ recognize that there is a vociferous element in South'

~Viet Nam whosé ambition is o unite both the north! .

and the south into one’ nation,

_ Indeéd natlonai uruty an&V1etname<e brotherhood‘

¥

irare two of the Viet Cong’s major Selling points.-

Hanm was the :eat of Vxet- '
“hamese
- Many »of the current Vietna-

culture before 1954,

mese leaders were  either
“born In the north or were
, southerners sent to the north

i‘or thelr educalion,

The verv idea of . marching
.oute ‘Hanoi holds_an almost
messianic bope for the Viet-
namece nationalists.

Onp province chief stated
that he would relinquish all
" hig présent power and pres-
tige to be granted the privi-
lege of waging the war north

_ of the demilitarized zone.

With the scrapping of the

1954 Geneva Accords, total
victory has become the goal
of many South Vietnamese.
They see a divided Germany
and a divided Korea. They
are experiencing the tragedy
of & divided Viet Nam.,

Nahonal umty that same
ideal which the Uniled States;
fought for with blood from'
1861-1865, is thé ever-present
dream of the Vietnamese pa-
triots,

During ‘the Winter of 1965
the morale of both the South
Vietnamese people and* their
American advisors was ap--
proaching its lowest ebb, i

The Viet Cong controlled’
the countryside, the high-
ways, the railroads, and the
peasants, They left the prn-
vineial towns to the govern-
ment, one isolated from an-
other,

South Viet Nam had be-
come a nation of 100 be-
sleged West Berlins,

Christmas Eve the ‘Ameri-’
can Bachelor Officers Quar-
ters, the Brink, was bombhed.

In January the Buddhisis

Continued

Approved For Release 2000/08/26 : CIA-RDP75-00001R000200540026-9




Approved For Release 2000/08/26 : CIA-RDP75-00001R000200540026-9

~ 0CT 10 1965

Approved For Release 2000/08/26 : CIA-RDP75-00001R000200540026-9

CPYRGHT

were rioting l‘fmm Sa1gon 10
Hue,
 More ‘than one Viétnamese
otficial was quotedf’ as saying;
“Hthings are gomg from bad
“to worse.”
Then, early one Sunday
_morning in February, ihe
Viet Cong launched a series
of attacks uport American
_ouytposts in the central high-
lands.
The Communists were pui-
ting the American “paper
tiger” to the test..

" The reply of the United
States was quick and strong.
Buf;, was 'it ctrong enough"

All dependenh of Ameri-
“can officialdom = were effi-
“ciently ‘eVhcuated. The air’
_forces of South Viet Nam

Tau, or's beleaguered provin- |
cial town, dozens. of people :
could be found huddled !
.around radio sets listening 1o !
the,glatest news reports of al-

lied air strikes on North Viet |

Nam.

The question which was
always thrown at the Ameri-
can was, “When HANOI?”

~ Xet, the American com-
munity knew that Hanol was
.pot to be bombed. The world
was informeéd by everyone

“*from the President on down
LA cenwhat our tactics were in .
cartying the war to the‘

north,

The Vietnamese " people
s were also informed, but they .
persxsted in believing Ho -

Chi Minh’s capital Would be
destroyed,

Finally, on March 30, the .

and the United States began American Embassy in.Saigon
their “hmlted" bombing of was bombed by Viet Cong

ot comrrfumcatlon between heralded as another Pearl
* the Nortﬁ ‘and South. The in- Harbor. Surely Hanoi would
famous Ho 'Chi’ Minh irail be subjected to instant re-

“stratégic and tactical routes terrorists, The tragedy was '

would be bombeéd.

- When the now Premier Ky
teturned ~from* the north,
FWhere he had led his air force
on a successful sfrike mission,
he wis wElt¥ied by his
countrymen ﬁ'!‘i hero ‘

Now that 1"5 war was be-
Ing actively and overtly car-
~ried to’ the north, there way
v signifieant " thatee tn +ha
. morale Afd” apirit of the

South Viel; amdger 1
Y gg’ﬁmr one wa;;?\’ %ainn
bPACh xesm"t ot Vung

taliation.

Many Vietnamese thought
American reaction would be
so strong that the war would
be concluded by the end of
the year,

When the wife of a Viet-

namese official questioned an
‘American about how much -
longer the war would last,"
he replied, “a long, long-'

time.”

Once again the spirits of
-Bouth.  Viet Nam's people
sank low. The south was sac”
uflcmg its bload; the nmth
its- sleel and morviar,
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